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MJ, c'mon, it's 
gonna take me a lot 
more than two minutes 
to explain what 
happened —- 


One minute 
fifty-eight, a 
minute fifty 

seven, minute 
fiflysi 
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words 
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A conviet named the Shade had found a way out by 
escaping into the astral plane except things went wrong 
and he got trapped in-between and the only way he could 
come back to the physical world was to grab kids off the 
street to balance everything out because nobody'd miss 
them 60 T went fo Doe Strange because T've never been 
to the astral plane though tums out i$ actually a lot 
like New Jersey which T only know ‘cause T was there but 
in astral form and T took care of the problem but time 
goes different there than here and by the time T.got 
back still in astral form it was twenty-four hours later 
and T'd missed picking you up at the airport, missed the 
chance to talk to you, but T raced for the airport anyway 
Just to See you, to try to talk to you on the way out. 


S0 I was there, NN, honest and true, T was at 
the airport when you had to go back, trying to talk 
0 you, trying to get through, but you couldi't hear 

‘me, couldn't see me, because T was still invisible. 7 6 

D128: ykriow, outside my body. ani 
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Well, that's close 
to the word T was 
thinking of. 


7, Hey, yo, my 


Aunt’ standin’ 


that Pierce 
Brosnan? 


Look, MJ, T'm sorry T wasn't there. If there was any 

way T could have been there, T swear T would have 

moved heaven and earth to make it happen. But there 

were something like thirty kids whose lives were on the 
line. You know me. T had to do what 


T know. But that's always been 
the problem with us, Peter. There's 
what you feel you Aave to do, 
ind what you want to di { 


7 T just don't 
kenow if Z want to 
be the part of your, 


life you consider /“ But you've 
optional. never been 


optional, me 
N 


Every happy thought T ever had 
begins and ends with you, and every 
unhappy thought begins with the 
vealization that you're not there, 
because T Screwed up. 


Twant to 
make it right, Mu, 
and T'l do anything to 
‘make that happen. 
Anything. 


All this time, we've -~ 
ve -~ been talking 
about all this in oh, Then... 
nuts... you know? 
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That's definitely bY, 
Pierce Brosnan, 


/ N ) / $ . all right. NI 
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\ finally have my first role in a 
us drama. I's ~— 


Welt, T just... 
noticed that you checked in 
with cash, and nobody pays 


for the penthouse with cash 
unless they had a great day at [= 
someplace like Vegas where 
tiney hit the jackpot ~~ 


T didn't mean to 
Im that case, intrude, it's just you 
yes, you might Say had me set the table 
Tive had a very for two... 


‘Oh, T don't 
have a guest, At 
least not yet. 


Of course, this 
may be a very /ong 
joumey, but even 
60, at least it's off 

toa start. 
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Tim still tying 
to decide: bionde, 
brunette, redhead, or 
perhaps a combination 
of all three. 


enjoy the view, honey, we'll 
go down to dinner in 
just a minute, 


All 
vight... but it's 
boring. 
bes ; 
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‘ Sigh... you're the /ast person in 
Take. the world T wanted to hear utler 
That. Off. those words while T was in 
‘he bedroorn, = 
= 
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lothi 
‘that weird goes 
in real life -- 


Because 
either way, you're 
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the guy's a super hero, it doesn't 
go much deeper than that. 


You know, T could 
erase those freckles for 
you if you want, 

You touch’ 
those freckles 
and T'll erase 

your face. 


"T always say just do 
the best you can and 
let the rest take care 
of itself, you know?" 


T mean, what kind of thing drives \ 
someone to fight crime? It could 
need 10 be... and T'm just coming up with 
this off the top of my head... guilt 
over the death ofa loved one, where 
{you could've done something 
about it but didn't, Z 


Spi -- that is, Lobster-Man's love interest 

could be, T don't know, wseflul, She could 

help him get over the mistakes of his past, 
make him understand that he doesn't 


have tobe perfect. <a 
y= _ 
= / She could ~¥— 
be /mportant 
to him — 


knowing that he could never put 
her first in his life? 


‘Anyway, T think that's where someone like Cimon... what kind of woman 
would hook up with a guy like that, 


‘Gomebody with 
‘no self-respect and a lousy 
‘self-image. For all the good she 
right think she's doing, at the end 
] of tne day he's running around town 
beating people up, she's only in his 
life when it's convenient, and if 
anything happens to him she 
can't even get comfort from 
anybody else because 
it's a secret, 


At least, that's 
what my analyst 
would say. 


we check out the 
cafeteria, get a bite 


laa Soil | ly 60 T'm thinking 
i 
-% Dp N to eat while we That would \ the heat, it's the 
wait for MJ. {be nice, Peter. \ stupidity -— 
ae i) jj <A I's awfully warm f 


out here. 


--with reports 
‘coming in of some kind of % 
an attack taking place at this Ce 3 
moment at the Embassy eyewitnesses af the scene that nave 8 BOS ou at the 
| ~ ; cafeteria as soon 
ag T can deal with J) 
. this, all right? 


this Is not terrorist related, and 


She looks away, and I 
realize this is the first 
time T've had to leave 
hner to go into action as 
Spider-Man since she || 
found out the truth. 


Something good at the cafeteria 
because T'm going to be pretty 
peckish, okay? 
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Ws -there appear 

wf to be two assailants 
ih at the hotel, Whatever the 

alleged Doctor Octopus. 
Val is doing ~~ f \ 
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wy Got yourself a 
A a remote, Doc? ar 
CEE = 


Y Wcacean 
[ Stay out of this, 


Spider-Man. 


Unless you want 
to combine our forces, 
dispose of our unwanted 
guest and mutual enemy 
first, then sete this, 


T decide what's g 
matters less than stopping jhile T deal with 
them before this whole ck. I know his 

comes down around ieks enough to =~ 


learned some 
new ones. 


604% 


ay ‘Okay, we've established that 
VW, you like the same things and 


KE your mom dresses you the 
Vd same but did you come 
bp to the prom together? 4- 


Le ! 
He's stolen my 
technology! There is 


F\. if you're too fat for 


ZT odor first one 
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Company... this is getting \ 


t00 crowded for my tastes. 
T need a distraction to get 
Dy away, and hostages for, 
insurance =~ 


T think T 
know where 
can get the 
latter -- I seam 
to recall there's 
a studio around 
here... 


He's fast. T barely 
Get out of the way 
of one of his arms 
before T realize -- 


now for the 
form 


‘No! What're 
you doing? Those 
are load-bearing 
walls! You'll bring the 
whole place down 
around us! 4. 


Doe! You 
gotta help me keep 


it together until 
the civilians can 
get out! 
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